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In fact the nature of religion and art are almost similar in their origins in respect of philosophy, and not quite definable criteria. Philosophically, since the beginning the art was a reminder of good, evil, life and death; it was magic united with religion that played a crucial role in thinking and imagination. Even in Modernism the correlation between religion and art insinuates a religious like sublimation.
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However, artists of our time in contrast generally comment on religion critically and art is neither a tool for adoration nor a tranquilizer. When in the past religion dominated art-it commissioned it and used it as propaganda- now the artists use religion as a tool or signifier of their statements, particularly in making people aware of the source, nature and quality of their beliefs. Religion is now a central constituent of world politics, rather than a sublime partner to culture.
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From the Death is on the Other Shore essay by Beral Madra for the exhibition at Oratorio di San Ludovico, Venice, 2004

