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YONI*

The installation is comprised of the object of almond-shaped layout, accessible through a narrow passage leading to the hologram projection of a priestess on altar. 

*(Yoni is a Sanskrit word, meaning ‘vagina’, but also a ‘sacred place’ or ‘divine passage’. The word is etymologically derived from yogini which means ‘to unite’. )

The work is about the relationships between polarities (and their uniting, neutralising) in the process of their unifying. 

In the installation this union is discerned through the relationship between the work and its participants. 

The Priestess is a symbol of passive, female, spiritual elements, while the participant is a symbol of active, male, material elements.

According to physics the world is formed by the magnetism between opposing forces. The amalgamation of elements, depending on their charges, leads to their neutralisation or a new creation. 

In philosophy dualism denotes the belief in two primordial categories of reality, the Idea and Matter. 

In spiritual sense, synthesis of these opposites and in it their assimilation are called: Nirvana, Magnum Opus, Enlightenment, Encounter with God, Ecstasy, Philosopher’s Stone and so forth. 

Spiritual techniques offer various rituals through which the unity with the Absolute can be achieved. There are various scripts and casts of the Holy Mass as a ritual of uniting with God, but it is always based on invocation of the divinity and Eucharist of elements. The invocation confirms their duality and the Eucharist unites them into the one. The Eucharist is always a symbol of fusion and uniting through the consumption of elements.

In the systems where priestess is a medium, an arbiter with the Absolute, the dualism is more emphasised and the path to that level of awareness is clearer. Some systems, like Tantra, literally use polarity and sexual act as a mass, i.e. a ritual of uniting. 

This uniting, ecstasy or enlightenment represents the cognition of being one with God, one with All, Everything and Nothing. 

About the role of Vesica and the role of Priestess 

The installation symbolically (formally and theoretically) refers to the cabalist and other mystic scriptures regarding the path of realisation of the Absolute. 

The almond shape (Vesica Piscis) can be discerned in the layout of the mythic temple of King Solomon as well as in the layouts and sigils of Masonic temples which use this shape to indicate the temple as a place of encounter and passage between various levels.

The Vesica Piscis is one of the ancient sacred geometric forms. The symbol is formed by intersection of two circles with the same radius, so that the centre of each circle lies on the circumference of the other. This almond shape between the two centres is also called mandorla (lat. almond). The name Vesica is sometimes used only for the almond shape of the figure’s central part. 

Diagram of the Tree of Life (the diagram of the universe) can be ideally placed in the Vesica. The tarot card of the High Priestess is placed on the Tree of Life on the path separating the Archetype from the Formative world. She is the connection between the Father and his manifested Son. The threshold between these two levels is called – the abyss.

The High Priestess is Luna, the eternal virgin, night hunter, dressed in light. Her light is not the Spirit, but a veil which hides it. She is a notion, the idea behind form. A possibility of giving form. 

According to Tarot, this card is absolutely virginal because it represents the influence, means of manifestation (or, regarded from below, the accomplishment). 

This installation respects its symbolic meaning; the priestess is in her sacred place, on the threshold. She connects or is connected with the archetype and formative world. In order to reach her and beyond her, out of the formative world, it is necessary to cross onto the spiritual level, perish as I, surrender and be born again. Be born again. (To be born again in Spirit, as Jesus said). To surrender the Individual to the Absolute. 

...

In Christianity, if Vesica is horizontal, like mandorla, then it represents a frame for the Ascending of Christ or the Judgment Day, functioning as a symbol for the passage between heaven and earth. In other mythologies Vesica usually represents a different kind of passage – the birth canal. The pointed oval, thinner at the edges, is a universal symbol for the Divine Femininity. In that context Vesica Piscis is Vulva of the Goddess – the Nature which continuously gives birth to the endless world of colours and shapes.

In this sense these two circles also represent life and death, with the birth canal as a passage between them.

...

That place in between is the essence of the magic of symbols.

The place between the heaven and earth, dreams and awakening, light and darkness, spiritual and material. 

The passage. The Temple. 
