KATA MIJATOVIĆ 

1956. / Branjina, Croatia. Lives and works in Zagreb, Croatia.

Florence Graffiti, installation / performative intervention, 2009

The work is conceived as installation and performative intervention repeated every day for the duraton of exhibition. 

On a self-standing wall (dimensions: 250cm x 300cm x 15cm) mounted in the exhibition hall, every day I use water and brush to write upon it: Il dio c’è / The God exists (dimensions of the writing: cca 40cm x 170cm). The writing remains visible on the wall for the next one to two hours and after that time it evaporates. 

Graffitti from Florence was inspired by the graffitti Il dio c’è, written on a residential building in Florence which I would encounter almost everyday on my usual way from my appartment to the Academy during my stay in Florence from 1991 to 1993. This encounter would always happen suddenly, without notice; the sentence would enter my field of sight as if somebody had slammed an extraordinarily heavy stone in front of me or as if somebody stamped the whole reality, the faces of people around me, the sky, the swarming streets and everything else happening here and now with: Il dio c’è. In no other language this sentence would sound so unrevokable and irreversible. I wouldn’t associate this effect with catholicism. I rather think there is something in the sound of the language that allows it to slide so smoothly into meaning.  

In my work, which is essentially an interpretation of this writing, the water I use represents, before anything else, an element other than air and a state of mind which cannot be lived in, but only visited, just like the deep sea is visited by divers. Water has always appeared in any time and any place where there was life. To write Il dio c’è everyday with water is to confirm that statement everyday and, at the same time, to stage repeatedly its disappearing, evaporating in the hard, material world in which we exist. 

