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ABSTRACT

All that culture can do is not enough

Our view of the past itself is historically determined. In its present historical form, it is articulated as a culture, or, more precisely, as a culture of memory. But all one culture can remember is another culture. It makes the past present through confronting cultural differences and produces memory in the process of cultural translation. It is impossible, however, to translate everything. Take the example of socialist modernity. In some cases - for example in the former Yugoslavia - its most abstract humanistic values (ideal of peaceful coexistence, ethnic and racial tolerance, social solidarity) have resonated throughout the world. Why has their universal translatability become unworkable today?


Nikica Gilić (born in Split, 1973) got his Ph.D. in film studies in Zagreb, in 2005. He works as a full professor at the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences in Zagreb, where he teaches history and theory of cinema. He also teaches film theory at Academy of Drama Art and has given guest lectures in cinema studies at universities in Berlin, Konstanz, Regensburg,Vienna, Graz, and Brno. He is editor in chief of Hrvatski filmski ljetopis film journal and a member of the editorial board of the online journal Apparatus (Germany). He wrote books Uvod u povijest hrvatskog igranog filma / Introduction to the History of Croatian Film (2010 and 2011); Uvod u teoriju filmske priče / Introduction to Theory of Narration in Cinema (2007) and Filmske vrste i rodovi / Film Genres and Types (2007 and 2013). In 2015 he became an Associate Research Fellow at the Graduate School for East and Southeast European Studies in Munich and Regensburg. Formerly, president of the administrative council of Zagreb film, he is a member of the Animafest Zagreb Festival Council and served in the selection committee for the festival in 2015 and 2016. He is one of the editors of the book Global Animation Theory for Bloomsbury (2019).

ABSTRACT

Zagreb School and its authors in context


Zagreb School of Animated Film, representative of the tendencies towards modernist and auteurist cinema, has appeared in the context significantly different from that of Eastern and Western Block countries. Additionally, the artists of this; school; have never shared a common style; they were strongly individual, creating quite different animated films. It is therefore interesting to analyze The Zagreb School in the context of the collectivist tendencies typical for all producer-based cinema productions (both market-oriented and; socialist; ones), as well as those typical for animated film production and those typical for socialist Yugoslavia. To develop in its full diversity, The Zagreb School had to overcome the organizational growth typical for producer based productions, the influence of classical style typical for animation in general, and the drive towards socialist collectivism (the latter being less strong than in other European socialist countries but significant nevertheless). Zagreb School, many may argue, is so great because individualism was allowed to flourish. But would it be possible and would it be equally influential in a country of different social and geopolitical features than Yugoslavia?


Sanja Horvatinčić is a postdoctoral researcher at the Institute of Art History in Zagreb. She received her PHD in 2017 from the University of Zadar on the topic “Monuments from the Socialist Era in Croatia – Typology Model.” The focus of her research are monuments as artistic and social practices of the (trans)mission of the past with the particular interest in the Second World War and the social history of the 20th century. She researches critical studies of heritage, gender studies and digital humanities. She is the author of several academic and scientific works and the coordinator of the international project “Heritage from Below | Drežnica: Traces and Memories 1941 – 1945."

ABSTRACT

Monumental strategies of the invisible
 
The “Monument to the Invisible Citizen” was erected at a time when monuments around the world were again becoming visible places of struggle for social equality and the political agency of the invisible. By placing it in the womb of a former monument to the monarchy and a museum of the socialist revolution, a specific meta-context of the entire methodological approach of Behzad Khosravi Noori's artistic research was achieved. In order to incorporate the notion of monuments into the presented nods of the "collective past", it is necessary to distinguish new political subjectivities of the (in)visible and representational and narrative strategies of collective memory, conditioned by the economic and socio-political framework of socialist Yugoslavia. Given a certain continuation of the struggles for the past on the plinths and at the footholds of empty pedestals, can we think of the monument again as a place and form of social emancipation? Can we leave the playground of entangled historical narratives without asking: whom the monument to the invisible citizen will be dedicated tomorrow?

Tvrtko Jakovina is a tenured professor and former head of the Department of History, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Zagreb.
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Jakovina authored many articles dealing with the foreign policy of Tito & Yugoslavia and Croatian history in the 20th century.
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ABSTRACT

NAM (Non-aligned Movement): Yugoslav Heyday in the World’s Largest Political Association

In my presentation I will try to explain the genesis of the Yugoslav Non-alignment, why this policy could be described as "benevolent self-interest". It is still fascinating how country on the edge of Europe, not part of the West and expelled from the East, was mature and far-sighted enough to discover the world beyond its borders, and become its leader, promoter, but also investor.

