"Dorf" is the German word for village.

In the 19th century, the largely uninhabited forest-swamp area of Slavonia was
settled by the inhabitants from numerous Central Europeam Nnations (alongside

Croats, Czechs,
Rutheni a8 Sl oreas,
compen@Elng military service vv\th (Slavonian) ‘ brought
entire fajgllies with them, followed by many others. The exploitatiof@f forests
and lan@Mnitiated rapi nomic development, which further mulated
Immigra . Large g umerous Vvillages become the f amental
demogr{ilic and urba

The Ger settlers greatest influence on local village [through
their cul , , d architecture, which remains the 5t visible
relic of t ‘ ‘ B U Merous brick yards were establi g@&d under
their infl Ing Mud
and timl types of
nouses & bditional
architect echoing
urban a bes were
built by 0 urban
architect  cultural
and civil ional advancement. A single buil | ixture of
historicig d Art Nouveau styles, and facades often expressed the ificance,
social st@lls religious affiliation, ethnicity or occupation of the o r/builder
and the| mMily. This architectural style spread among all the in itants of
Slavonia d persisted until the mid-20th century, and even tod it often
represe ne sole cultural and historical heritage of a place.

The cur emigration of the population most directly contrib i to the
destruct of villages, as they do not provide an adequate quality [@illife. Post
offices, th centres, shops, and schools are closing... houses are #@@Ndoned,
vards ovillrown with weeds. Historic architecture is the first to deq Most of
these st ures are Ilodated, and some of the ph@oraphed
pbuilding] otographed.

INnscribeq the rura onia is the historical pros Yy of the
region, | also its present- ecline, a thread connecting twEleooosing
migrato aves. The irony of history lies in the fact that Germans JillE settled
Slavonic@Millages and improved the quality of life, and now it is piElisely the
rural poq rlife.

The series consists of photo-collages of buildings set against purified lowland
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