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THE ARTIST’S BIOGRAPHY AND WORKSHOP CONTENT

Katarzyna Kozyra was born in Warsaw in 1963, a sculptor, photographer, performance
artist, filmmaker, author of video installations and artistic actions, graduate of the Sculpture
Department at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw.
In 1998 she studied at postgraduate level in the New Media atelier under prof. Helmut
Mark at Hochschule für Graphik und Buchkunst in Leipzig. Kozyra’s activities became
crucial for the development of the new artistic movement known as Critical Art and they
heavily influenced the shape of contemporary culture, often constituting a starting point for
a broader discussion. She received, among others, the Award of the Minister of Culture
and National Heritage (Warsaw 2011) and the Paszport Polityki award (Warsaw 1997).
She was granted the DAAD scholarship (Berlin 2003) and the Kościuszko Foundation
scholarship (New York 2000). In 1999, she received an honorable mention at the 48th
Venice Biennale for the video installation Men’s Bathhouse in the Polish Pavilion. In 2011
she obtained her Doctor’s Degree at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw. In 2013 the
Huffington Post named Kozyra one of ten most important female artists of the new
millennium. In 2014 she won the Polish Film Institute/ Museum of Modern Art award at the
39th Film Festival in Gdynia for her idea for an experimental movie Project X. For years
Kozyra’s art has been moving the public opinion, often sparking polemics.
The artist consistently questions stereotypes and subjects socio-political discourses to
critical revision. She explores the area of cultural taboos and clichéd behaviors embedded
in our everyday life. Although Kozyra is classified as a new media artist, her use of multiple
techniques makes an attempt to label her art difficult. Her wide-ranging and diverse oeuvre
includes such works as the graduation piece Pyramid of Animals (1993), video installation
The Rite of Spring considered to be one of the most important artworks of the 20th
century, or the long-term project In Art Dreams Come True (2003- 2008).

Since 2012 she has been working on her new project “Looking for Jesus”, it where Kozyra
takes the position of a researcher and asks important questions. It is a project presenting
ways and means of carrying out one’s faith, its place and role in today’s world, and values
on which we build our reality.
Municipality of Lublin invites artists born or resident in any of the cities taking part in
“CreArt. Network of Cities for Artistic Creation” project to participate in the three-day
KATARZYNA KOZYRA ARTISTIC WORKSHOP in Lublin. It will be an inspiring meeting
with the Artist sharing specific experience, style of work and areas of interest. Kozyra will
ask the participants to conduct peer-to-peer interviews, which results will be the starting
point for discussion on form and context as well as on the variety of visual solutions.

